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A retired U.S. general has acknowledged 
that Washington’s allies created the Islamic 
State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist 
group to confront the Lebanese resistance 
movement Hezbollah.

Retired general Wesley Clark, who was 
the Supreme Allied Commander Europe of 
NATO from 1997 to 2000, made the revela-
tion in a recent interview with the CNN.

“ISIL got started through funding from 
our friends and allies,” Clark admitted.

The only group that will fight Hezbollah is 
ISIL because they are “zealots” and resem-
ble a “Frankenstein,” he said.

Frankenstein; or, The Modern Pro-
metheus, is a novel written by English 
author Mary Shelley about eccentric sci-
entist Victor Frankenstein, who creates a 
grotesque but sentient creature in an unor-
thodox scientific experiment. Since publica-
tion of the novel, the name “Frankenstein” 
is often used to refer to the monster itself.

General Clark did not specify exactly 
which U.S. allies were involved in the cre-
ation of the ISIL. However, he said the ter-

rorist group is part of a strategy to destroy 
Hezbollah with an army of extremists.

Clark is known for his critical comments 
regarding Washington’s war plans.

In a book published in 2003, he said the 
U.S. is pursuing a campaign of wars that al-
ready started in Iraq and later include Syria, 
Lebanon, Libya, Somalia, and Sudan.

Many remember General Wesley Clark 
as the man who almost started World War 
III by ordering the British to fire on Russian 
peacekeepers who landed in the Kosovo 
capital, Pristina, before the Americans. Brit-
ish commander of the international KFOR 
(Kosovo Force) peacekeeping force, Gener-

al Sir Mike Jackson, is reported to have re-
plied, “I’m not going to start the third world 
war for you.”

One of the most interesting things about 
Gen. Clark, however, is his propensity to blurt 
fascinating things out every now and again.

Who can forget his interview with Amy 
Goodman back in 2007 where he revealed 
that one of the top generals in the Pentagon 
had showed him a memo from then-defense 
secretary Donald Rumsfeld not long after 
the 9/11 attack outlining U.S. global war 
plans. According to Clark at the time, the 
general said:

The ISIL terrorists, many of whom were 
initially trained by the CIA (Central Intelli-
gence Agency) in Jordan in 2012 to desta-
bilize the Syrian government, have seized 
large parts of territory in Syria and around 
one-third of the territory of Iraq. They are 
engaged in crimes against humanity in the 
areas under their control.

They have been carrying out horrific 
acts of violence such as public decapi-
tations and crucifixions against all com-
munities, including Shias, Sunnis, Kurds, 
and Christians.

ISIL got started through funding from 
our friends and allies: U.S. general Yemeni leader who 

resigned leaves 
home in Sana’a
The Yemeni president, who resigned 
last month, has left his home in the cap-
ital city of Sana’a after weeks under ef-
fective house arrest, a source said.

A presidential aide, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said Abd 
Rabbuh Mansur Hadi was headed to 
Yemen’s southern city of Aden on Sat-
urday, adding, “He managed to leave 
his house this morning and his way is 
being secured to reach Aden.”

On January 22, Hadi and the cabi-
net of Prime Minister Khaled Bahah 
resigned. The Yemeni parliament 
has rejected Hadi’s resignation.

Hadi’s departure came a day after 
the United Nations Special Adviser on 
Yemen Jamal Benomar said the op-
posing sides in Yemen’s conflict had 
agreed on the formation of a demo-
cratic transitional council, which will 
be tasked with making efforts to end 
the chaos in the country.

Last week, the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) unanimous-
ly approved a resolution drafted on 
the situation in the country, calling 
on the involved parties to negotiate 
an end to the conflict.

The 15-member council urged the 
Ansarullah (Houthi) movement to 
“immediately and unconditionally” 
withdraw its fighters from Yemen’s 
government institutions and release 
Hadi as well as his cabinet from 
house arrest.   Contd. on P. 11 

As the Islamic State in Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL) terrorist group 
tries to expand and take root 
across the Middle East, it is 
struggling in Syria — part of its 
heartland — where it has stalled 
or even lost ground while fight-
ing multiple enemies on several 
fronts.

Signs of tension and power 
struggles are emerging among 
the ranks of its foreign fighters.

The extremists remain a for-
midable force, and the group’s 
hold on about a third of Iraq 
and Syria remains firm. But it 
appears to be on the defensive 
in Syria for the first time since 
it swept through the territory 
last year and is suffering from 
months of U.S.-led coalition 
airstrikes and the myriad fac-
tions fighting it on the ground.

“They are struggling with 
new challenges that did not 
exist before,” said Lina Khatib, 

director of the Carnegie Middle 
East Center in Beirut.

Kurdish forces dealt the ISIL 
its heaviest setback by driving it 
from the border town of Kobani 
(Ayn Al-Arab) in northern Syria 
last month. Since then, those 
forces have joined with moder-
ate Syrian rebels to take back 
about 215 villages in the same 
area, according to Kurdish com-
manders and activists, including 
the Britain-based monitoring 
group, the Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights.

The gains have strained 
supply lines between the ISIL 
group’s westernmost strong-
holds in Aleppo province from 
its core territory in eastern Syr-
ia. The Kurdish-rebel forces are 
now expected to take the fight 
to some of those strongholds, 
particularly the large towns of 
Minbij and Jarablus, as well as 
Tal Abyad, a border crossing 

with Turkey that is a major av-
enue for commerce for the ex-
tremists.

Around the town of al-Bab, 
one of the ISIL group’s western-
most strongholds, the extrem-
ists are making tactical with-
drawals. Residents have noted 
a thinner militant presence in 
al-Bab.

The terrorists are also find-
ing themselves bogged down in 
costly battles with the govern-
ment forces of Syrian President 
Bashar Assad.

The ISIL terrorist group, has 
been stuck in fierce fighting with 
the Syrian army near the Deir 
el-Zour air base, the last major 
Syrian military stronghold in the 
eastern province. ISIL launched 
an unsuccessful attack to seize 
the base last month, and it con-
tinues to try.

It is too early to call the shifts 
a turning point, but they rep-

resent the slow grind of the 
international campaign against 
the ISIL terrorist group, which 
long seemed unconquerable 
as it seized territory stretching 
from outside the city of Aleppo 
in northern Syria at one end to 
the outskirts of the Iraqi capital 
of Baghdad at the other.

In Iraq, the combination of 
coalition airstrikes, Kurdish forc-
es, Shia militias and Iraqi troops 
have pushed ISIL back around 
the edges, but the terrorists 
succeeded this week in taking 
new territory for the first time 
in months. They also raised new 
alarms with the presence of 
their affiliate in Libya.

But it was in the Syrian town 
of Kobani that the ISIL suffered 
its worst single loss — more 
than 1,000 ISIL militants killed — 
and much of its heavy weaponry 
and vehicles destroyed. 

 Contd. on P. 11 

Russian FSB 
chief: ISIL not 
just a Western or 
Mideast problem 
The Islamic State in Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist group isn’t just 
a Western or Mideast problem, Rus-
sia’s chief spy said in Washington. 
It’s a Russian problem, too – and in 
more serious ways.

As many as 1,700 Russians are 
currently fighting in Iraq alongside 
the extremist group, Alexander 
Bortnikov, head of the FSB (Federal 
Security Service of the Russian Fed-
eration) security service, told jour-
nalists after a security conference 
in the U.S. capital, “and this number 
almost doubled over the past year.”

Bortnikov, who was part of the 
Russian delegation to the Obama 
administration’s Summit on Coun-
tering Violent Extremism, said it’s 
time to create a special antiterror-
ism center under the United Na-
tions auspices and for intelligence 
services of all countries to pool their 
efforts. “We are interested not only 
in information exchanges, but also 
in joint work.”

Bortnikov has frequently brought 
up the likelihood that members of 
Russia’s 17 million strong Muslim 
minority might have volunteered to 
join the swelling war against ISIL in 
the Middle East.

His main point, as it has been 
in the past, is to stress that when 
it comes to the war on terrorism, 
Russia is in the same boat as West-
ern countries, most of whom also 
have citizens who have gone off 
to join the war. Some 20,000 vol-
unteers from 100 countries are 
currently fighting alongside ISIL, 
he said.

  The Caucasus
The problem is arguably more 

worrisome for Russia than for much 
of the West, however. Bortnikov 
made no mention of Russia’s seeth-
ing North Caucasus region, where a 
low-level insurgency has been under 
way for almost two decades. 

 Contd. on P. 11 
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Rafsanjani: We 
seek interaction 
with world

Signs of tension emerge within ISIL 

TEHRAN — Chairman of Iran’s Expediency 
Council Ayatollah Akbar Hashemi Rafsanja-
ni has thrown his weight behind the Hassan 
Rouhani administration, saying he “totally 
approves” of Rouhani’s handling of the coun-
try’s issues.

Rafsanjani made the remarks in an exclu-
sive interview with Tehran Times and the 
Mehr news agency.

“I totally approve of Dr. Rouhani. We had 
cooperation with him since [I was in] Majlis 
and the [1980-1988 Iraqi imposed] war. Later, 
he was in the research center [of the Iranian 
parliament]. When I was the president, he 
was the head of the country’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council.   Contd. on P. 2 
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By  staff and agencies

The Atomic Energy Organization of 
Iran (AEOI) director, Ali Akbar Sale-
hi, has travelled to the Swiss city of 
Geneva to hold talks with the U.S. 
Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz to 
discuss the technical issues of nucle-
ar negotiations between Iran and 
the 5+1 group (the five permanent 
members of the UN Security Council 
plus Germany). 

It was the first time that Salehi 
and Moniz joined the talks, showing 
that talks have entered into serious 
technical details.

President Rouhani’s broth-
er and special aide, Hassan 
Fereidoun, also arrived in Gene-
va on Saturday to be involved in 
the nuclear talks.

Western officials say the U.S. 
decided to send Moniz only after 
Iran announced that Salehi will 
be coming. Still, their presence 
could improve chances of a deal by 
fast-tracking complex technical de-
tails of constraints on Iran’s nucle-
ar programs that are acceptable to 
Tehran.  Contd. on P. 2 

By Morad Enadi, Iman Shamsaei, 
and Mohammad Mehdi Rahimi
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VP urges national cooperation to tackle environmental problems 
TEHRAN — Iranian First 
Vice President Es’haq 

Jahangiri has stated that environmental 
problems are national challenges and they 
are not just a matter of concern for a certain 

political group or faction. 
Jahangiri, who was addressing an in-

ternational environmental exhibition in 
Tehran on Saturday, said such natural is-
sues can be resolved through a collective 

cooperation between all involved parties 
and officials. 

The problems facing the country’s envi-
ronment were not created overnight and 
major plans are needed to address them, he 

explained.
He also called on Iran’s neighboring coun-

tries and regional states to join hands in 
tackling dust storms. 

 Contd. on P. 11 

‘Our foreign policy should not be aggressive, but 
interactive, something which we have also advocated’
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